
CHAMBER EVENTS
March

POSTPONED until May 26
24 - AM Strategies for Business Success at Buhrig’s 
Gathering Place, 25 E Main St, Mechanicsburg, PA 
17055. Hiyam Wakeem, Founder of Focal Point 
Business Coaching of Central Pennsylvania, will 
present “One Minute Management.” 8:30 - 10AM. 
FREE for members; $10 for non-members. Sponsored 
by: Buhrig’s Gathering Place and Zimmerman’s 
Automotive Tire Pros.
(At this time, April seminar is still on the schedule as 
planned.)

POSTPONED until June 25
26 - Business Leaders’ Coffee Hour - Discussion 
Group at Hampton Inn, 4950 Ritter Rd., 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055. 7:45 - 9:00 AM. 
This members-only event is FREE to attend.
(At this time, April and May coffee hour events are still 
on the schedule as planned.)
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 News, Events & more!

Thank You For Renewing Your Membership! 
Daflure Heating & Cooling

Ellie Mae’s Concessions
Fairway Independent Mortgage

JoJo’s Pizza                 
Jeffrey M. Verrecchio - Psychologist

M.C. Walker Realty

POSTPONED until Opening 
Day of baseball season - TBD

To celebrate the official start of 
baseball season, Mechanicsburg 
Chamber’s Executive Director and 
baseball fanatic, Jeff  Palm, will 
once again grill hot dogs for the 
community on Thursday, March 26.

Free hot dog on MArCh 26

Stop by and enjoy a free hot dog, courtesy of Jeff!

Free
hot dogs

Courtesy oF JeFF!

CHATTER

For a full calendar of chamber and member events, 
visit www.mechanicsburgchamber.org/events

6 West Strawberry Avenue, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055    (717) 796-0811    www.mechanicsburgchamber.org

3.19.20

Chamber

http://www.mechanicsburgchamber.org/events/


Upcoming Workshops 

2020 Employer Response to the Conoravirus Webinar
Date: 3/19
Time: 11:00 AM
Host: PA Chamber of Business and Industry
Employers across Pennsylvania are inquiring about the practical and legal considerations in responding to the Coronavirus, 
and labor and employment law attorneys are receiving a wide variety of questions and calls on this worrisome topic. In re-
sponse, the Pennsylvania Chamber Educational Foundation is presenting this free 1½ hour webinar as a public service to 
review the facts, legal aspects and the many employment considerations that surround the potential of employee exposure to 
the Coronavirus.

Shippensburg University 
Small Business Development Center

1871 Old Main Drive, Grove Hall Room 405, Shippensburg, PA  

sbdc@ship.edu    |     717-477-1935
 www.ship.edu/sbdc



 
 
 
 

SBA Disaster Assistance in Response to the Coronavirus 
 

• The U.S. Small Business Administration is offering designated states and territories low-interest 
federal disaster loans for working capital to small businesses suffering substantial economic 
injury as a result of the Coronavirus (COVID-19). Upon a request received from a state’s or 
territory’s Governor, SBA will issue under its own authority, as provided by the Coronavirus 
Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act that was recently signed by the 
President, an Economic Injury Disaster Loan declaration. 
 

• Any such Economic Injury Disaster Loan assistance declaration issued by the SBA makes loans 
available to small businesses and private, non-profit organizations in designated areas of a state 
or territory to help alleviate economic injury caused by the Coronavirus (COVID-19). 

 
• SBA’s Office of Disaster Assistance will coordinate with the state’s or territory’s Governor to 

submit the request for Economic Injury Disaster Loan assistance.  
 

• Once a declaration is made for designated areas within a state, the information on the application 
process for Economic Injury Disaster Loan assistance will be made available to all affected 
communities as well as updated on our website: SBA.gov/disaster. 

 
• SBA’s Economic Injury Disaster Loans offer up to $2 million in assistance and can provide vital 

economic support to small businesses to help overcome the temporary loss of revenue they are 
experiencing.  

 
• These loans may be used to pay fixed debts, payroll, accounts payable and other bills that can’t be 

paid because of the disaster’s impact. The interest rate is 3.75% for small businesses without 
credit available elsewhere; businesses with credit available elsewhere are not eligible. The interest 
rate for non-profits is 2.75%.  

 
• SBA offers loans with long-term repayments in order to keep payments affordable, up to a 

maximum of 30 years. Terms are determined on a case-by-case basis, based upon each borrower’s 
ability to repay.  

 
• SBA’s Economic Injury Disaster Loans are just one piece of the expanded focus of the federal 

government’s coordinated response, and the SBA is strongly committed to providing the most 
effective and customer-focused response possible. 

 
• For additional information, please contact the SBA disaster assistance customer service center. 

Call 1-800-659-2955 (TTY: 1-800-877-8339) or e-mail disastercustomerservice@sba.gov.  
 

• Visit SBA.gov/disaster for more information. 



	 	 	 			Mechanicsburg	Chamber	of	Commerce	presents:					

Hosted by:

Tuesday, March 24  8:30 - 10:00 a.m.
POSTPONED until May 26

Buhrig’s	Gathering	Place, 25	East	Main	St.,	Mechanicsburg,	PA	17055

AM Strategies...for Business Success

This event is FREE for members and only $10 non-members
RSVPing is easy - simply email info@mechanicsburgchamber.org, RSVP online, or call 717-796-0811.

Hiyam Wakeem - Certified Business Coach with Focus Point International

This session offers business owners a framework on how to succeed sooner with less stress in challenging 
times. Based on the “One Minute Management” book by Blanchard and Johnson, and DISC Communication 

styles, this workshop emphasizes on how to enable the One-Minute-Management framework.
 

The key element in this framework is “Help people reach their full potential. Catch them doing something right!”
 

Learn how to turn the key enablers to implement this framework:
-Understand your communication style and that of your team members

-Define and communicate clear goals and invest in people
-Nurture the right behavior to achieve the desired result

-The art of redirecting misaligned behavior

Sponsored by:

“One	Minute	Management”
Presented by:     

A Certified Business Coach with FocalPoint International, Ms. Hiyam Wakeem helps en-
trepreneurs in various industries who want more value out of their business. As a trusted 
advisor, Hiyam guides her customers through setting and achieving smart goals lever-
aging three assets: the unique business vision, her industry expertise/training, and Fo-
calPoint’s program of advanced systems and strategies. Hiyam truly partners with the 
business owners and guides them through proven methodologies to customize their as-
sets and gain competitive advantage to grow.  Hiyam works with Business Owners with 
revenues from $0.5M to $25M, in central Pennsylvania.  A mechanical engineer/MBA, 
Hiyam has worked in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in the electronics manufactur-
ing industry for both Fortune 500 and small businesses. Hiyam has a proven success 
track record in product management and strategic planning having delivered outstanding 
results on global and local levels. She has previously served on national professional as-
sociation boards and is currently an advisory board member at the local Harrisburg Area 
Community College, School of Engineering.
When not spending time with her husband and teenage sons, Hiyam enjoys reading, 
painting, crocheting and hiking.

NEW 

LOCATION!

POSTPO
NED



Geisinger limits visitors, 
sets age restrictions to help 

protect against 
novel coronavirus spread

March 16, 2020 - DANVILLE, Pa. – As concerns 
arise about the COVID-19 illness caused by the 
novel coronavirus, we are limiting visitors in the 
inpatient and outpatient settings for the health 
and safety of our patients. Effective immedi-
ately at all hospitals and clinics, only immediate 
family or caregivers may visit hospitalized pa-
tients or accompany patients to outpatient ap-
pointments. Other family members, friends and 
general visitors will not be permitted at this time.

Inpatient visitors:

· No more than two visitors per patient are permitted anywhere in the hospital at any given time. 
Visitors must be immediate family members (parents, spouses, adult children) or caregivers who are 18 
or older. No one under 18 will be permitted.

Clinic visitors:

· Patients going to a clinic appointment should have only one healthy person accompany them to a visit 
when necessary.

All patients and visitors:

· Any patient or visitor who has respiratory illness symptoms must wear a mask throughout their stay at 
the hospital or clinic.

Symptoms of respiratory illness include fever, runny nose, cough and shortness of breath.

Patients and visitors with respiratory illness symptoms can find masks at or near the entrances of 
Geisinger’s hospitals and clinics.

Questions or concerns?

Geisinger has established a hotline and webpage to help address any questions or concerns about 
COVID-19.

Call before you go: Before visiting a doctor’s office, walk-in care clinic or emergency department, call 
your primary care doctor’s office or call Geisinger’s COVID-19 hotline at 570-284-3657.

Visit our webpage: For general questions and information about COVID-19, visit geisinger.org/corona-
virus.

What you need to file your taxes varies de-
pending on your situation. We’re here to help 
you determine what forms and information 
you need to file your taxes. See our handy 
Tax Prep Checklist and schedule an appoint-
ment with your local H&R Block today. 

Tax Prep Checklist

https://www.geisinger.org/coronavirus
https://www.geisinger.org/coronavirus
https://www.hrblock.com/tax-prep-checklist/what-do-i-need-to-file-taxes/


South Central PA is full of quaint towns with 
a rich history. A town’s history is driven by the 
families that have invested in their community 
for generations. With these families come the 
businesses they have run and homes they have 
inhabited during their time in the community. 
Inevitably, people and time wear down these 
buildings and they can become an empty 
remembrance of what once was. Some towns 
will choose to blight or demolish a property if it 
becomes an eyesore. Is there an alternative option 
to repurpose these buildings and keep the history 
alive, while giving it a new purpose that matches 
the modern community it now resides in? At 
CORE Design Group, we say, definitely!

Adaptive reuse is a way to save a neglected building that might otherwise be demolished. It’s repurposing 
an existing space that has outlived the original purpose into new and innovative uses while, at the same 
time, retaining historic features. It affords the tenant an open invitation to be creative with the implementation 
of unique brand design, often conserving natural resources and reducing the impact on the environment. 
As architects, we typically search for design opportunities to incorporate existing materials as an effort to 
pay homage to the building’s roots. It can be as simple as exposing brick walls, steel structures, or timbers.

Repurposing an existing building through adaptive reuse is often a more sustainable option compared to 
new construction because older buildings were constructed before modern climate control features and 
are naturally sustainable. For example, their use of thick walls and awnings were purposeful to control 
temperatures, and high ceilings and large windows allowed for natural light. Although new construction is 
necessary, studies have found that each new building constructed releases a carbon load into the atmosphere 
that won’t be “paid back” for 10-80 years. Even the most energy-efficient buildings create this kind of carbon 
debt, which is why experts agree that the greenest building is one that’s already built. In addition to being 
sustainable, adaptive reuse can lower energy consumption, minimize pollution, decrease material costs, 
and keep transportation fees at a minimum.

Adaptive reuse isn’t just for older, historical buildings. CORE Design Group has been involved in numerous 
adaptive reuse projects, including transforming an abandoned big-box retail stores into affordable housing 
and converting a closed-down grocery store into corporate offices and church spaces. Our corporate office 
is even an adaptive reuse project! Adaptive reuse requires thinking outside the box, while staying inside 
the box!

CORE Design Group has seen South Central PA come to life through adaptive reuse projects and is helping 
to revitalize communities one building at a time. Our goal is to breathe new life into aging neighborhoods 
and transform them into vibrant and impactful destination points for locals and out of towners. Whether it 
is a restaurant, apartment building, office, or warehouse, the possibilities are endless with adaptive reuse.

Revitalizing a Community One Building at a Time Through Adaptive Reuse

Julie Roda, Business Development Manager
CORE Design Group

This Old Post Office building in Hanover, PA is an adaptive re-use facility 
consisting of multi-tenant professional offices. This project is listed on 
the national registry of historic places.



Tickets for designated drivers 
and those under 21, are $10. 

Non-alcoholic beverages will also be available 
for tastes!

Guests will also have the opportunity to 
purchase additional drinks/bottles/merchandise 

from our vendors.

Purchase tickets* by March 30; only 250 tickets 
are available.

https://safeharbour.org/events/sip-n-sa-
vour-2020

*Note that no physical tickets will be issued, 
please present ID at the door.

Online registration available here

POSTPO
NED

https://safeharbour.org/events/sip-n-savour-2020
https://safeharbour.org/events/sip-n-savour-2020
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=bvjchtoab&oeidk=a07egx9k2ea38554a30&condition=SO_OVERRIDE


Why Cumberland County Counts 
Help bring tax dollars back to our county, 
attract new businesses, forecast transportation 
needs, help us understand and meet consumer 
needs, enhance public safety plans and improve 
government services. $

With more than $675 billion in federal funds on the 
table, Cumberland County needs to get its fair share. 

It’s No Joke. Census Day is Wednesday, April 1, 2020 
Every resident in Cumberland County needs to get counted. But, according to Census 2010, 
there are some areas of our county that are hard to count – or had a low response rate. 
Areas include: Carlisle, Enola, New Cumberland, Newville, Shippensburg, and Wormleysburg. 

Why is the Census Important? 
The 2020 Census affects your representation in 
government, determines how much state and federal 
funding the county receives, and provides data to plan 
for the future. 

How to Avoid Scams 

The U.S. Census Bureau is committed to making the 
2020 Census quick, easy and safe for everyone. During 
Census 2020, the Census Bureau will never send 

The only way we can get our fair share is for everyone to 
be counted. 

The United States Census is predicting a 16% under-
count , or 40,227 Cumberland County residents who 
are estimated not to respond to the census. That would 
result in a potential loss of more than $84.1 million in 
funding per year in Cumberland County; that works out 
to $2,093 loss per person, per year, until the next 
census in 2030. 

Mark Your Calendar 
Look for an invitation to respondMarch 12-20 

unsolicited emails requesting participation in the 
census, ask for Social Security numbers, ask for bank March 16-24 
account or credit card numbers, nor will they ask for g

g
online to Census 2020 in the mail. 

A reminder letter or postcard will 
be sent, if you missed the frst one. 

money or donations. If someone visits your home to 
collect responses for Census 2020, verify their identity 
by checking that they have a valid ID badge, with their 
photo, a U.S. Department of Commerce watermark and 
an expiration date. 

April 1 
April 8 -16 

Census Day . Respond Today! 

g

g

g
A Reminder letter and paper 
questionnaire will be sent. 

If you suspect fraud, call 800.923.8282 and talk with 
a local Census Bureau representative. For more informa- April 20-27 Final reminder postcard before a 
tion about the 2020 Census visit ccpa.net/census. Census worker visits in person. 



Mechanicsburg Mystery Bookshop 
has been asked to host the 

Kensington Publishing 
Northeast Cozy Mini Con for 2020 

What’s a “cozy” mystery? 
Think Murder She Wrote or the 

Hallmark Channel’s mystery movies 
and TV shows. 

There will be 21 authors talking about 
and signing their books. 

More complete information is available 
at https://www.mysterybooksonline.com/

kensington-cozyclub-con

To register, please either call the Book-
shop at 717-795-7470 or register online 

at:
https://www.mysterybooksonline.com/

kensington-cozyclub-con

POSTPO
NED

https://www.mysterybooksonline.com/kensington-cozyclub-con
https://www.mysterybooksonline.com/kensington-cozyclub-con
https://www.mysterybooksonline.com/kensington-cozyclub-con
https://www.mysterybooksonline.com/kensington-cozyclub-con


Mechanicsburg Lions Club   

Invites you to attend  

Club Open House 2020 
In 1925, Helen Keller

 
challenged

 
the Lions to be the “Knights of

 
the Blind”.

 
Lions 

International accepted that challenge and have been helping the blind ever since. 
The Lions have grown to be the largest service organization in the world

 
with 

1.35 Million members in
 
46,000 clubs in 207 Countries! 

 
Guest Speaker – Jayne K. Drake

   President of the Mechanicsburg Downtown Partnership
  

 

     

Would you like to give back to your community through service?

Would you like to learn more about the Lions?

Join the men & women of our club to better our community!
 

Free Dinner & Dessert! 

Where: Mechanicsburg Club Social Room - 333 Heinz St. Mechanicsburg, PA  

When: Tuesday, April 21, 2020 6:00-6:15 Arrival Time        6:30 Dinner      

You must RSVP to be included in the dinner!  

RSVP to mechanicsburglionsclub@gmail.com   by April 14th

This event is sponsored by the Mechanicsburg Lions Club-Membership materials will be distributed during the course of the evening.  

RENAISSANCE Mechanicsburg revitalization

Learn more about the Renaissance
Mechanicsburg Project

Lions Club is a Service Organization serving the Community

POSTPO
NED


