
CHAMBER EVENTS
December
8 - Business Women’s Networking Luncheon at H2L 
Studio, 2151 Fisher Rd, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055. 11:30 
AM - 1:00 PM. FREE for members. $10 for non-members.

15 - After-Hours Mixer featuring “A Taste of the 
Chamber” at Hampton Inn, 4950 Ritter Rd, Mechanics-
burg, PA 17055.  5:00 - 7:00 PM.  Free event.

31 - New Year’s Eve Wrench Drop on East Main Street, 
Downtown Mechanicsburg, PA 17055. Join us for music 
and lots of fun as we countdown to the New Year! 10:30 
PM - 12:30 AM.

January 
12 - Business Women’s Networking Luncheon 
at Mechanicsburg Crafters Retreat, 304 W. Main St., Me-
chanicsburg, PA 17055. 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM. FREE for 
members; $10 for non-members.

20 - Annual Dinner and Membership Meeting 
at The Mechanicsburg Club, 333 Heinz St, Mechanics-
burg, PA 17055. 6-9 PM.  $30/person. RSVP by Jan 15.
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Member News, Events & more!

Thank You For Renewing Your Membership!

Appalachian Harley Davidson
Chili’s Grill and Bar

Cumberland Area Economic Development Corp. / Cumberland ValleyVisitors Bureau
H&H Sales Associates

Moffitt-Smith, Inc.

Mechanicsburg Chamber Will 
Hold Election for Board of 

Directors at January 20 Meeting

If you are interested in serving on the Board 
of Directors for the Mechanicsburg Chamber 
of Commerce, click here to review job descrip-
tion, nomination policies, procedures and ap-
plication.

We are accepting applications!

CHATTER

For a full calendar of chamber and member events, 
visit  www.mechanicsburgchamber.org/events.php

6 West Strawberry Avenue, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055    (717) 796-0811    www.mechanicsburgchamber.org

12.3.15

Chamber

http://www.mechanicsburgchamber.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/BOARD-OF-DIRECTOR-DESCRIPTION-AND-NOMINATION.pdf
http://www.mechanicsburgchamber.org/events.php


Tuesday, December 15   5:00-7:00pm

Hampton Inn
4950 Ritter Road

Mechanicsburg, PA 17055

Hosted by:

 Network with fellow business professionals from the area while sampling dishes from local businesses.

The Mechanicsburg Chamber of Commerce presents:

FREE event! Please bring a new, unwrapped toy for
Your RSVP is appreciated.   

796-0811 or 
info@mechanicsburgchamber.org

Refreshment Sponsors:

MIXER
a Taste of the Chamber

After Hours

Business Women’s Networking Luncheon

Tuesday, December 8       11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Don’t forget to bring your business cards to MIX & MINGLE and for a chance to win a fabulous door prize!

This event is free to Mechanicsburg Chamber of Commerce members and only $10 for non-members.

RSVP to info@mechanicsburgchamber.org, RSVP online, or call 717-796-0811

Hosted by:

H2L Studio
2151 Fisher Rd, Suite 103
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055

Come enjoy a delicious lunch and discover what H2L Studio has to offer!

http://www.isaacsdeli.com/
http://www.nikolispizza.com/
http://www.comfortsuitescarlisle.com/


New, unwrapped toys, as well as batteries, will be accepted through December 15 at the Chamber office.  Donations 
may also be brought to any Chamber function leading through 12/15.  If pick-up is preferred, please contact the office.

GREATEST NEED:  Girls gifts (not dolls)  ie: art supplies jewelry-making kit, etc.
Also, 9-V and AA batteries.

The Mechanicsburg Chamber is committed to helping the Marines deliver a message of hope to those less fortunate!

Mechanicsburg Chamber 
Collecting Toys

 

This event brings members together in a prime networking setting.  It is also a time 
to celebrate the Chamber’s efforts and growth, to look ahead as new leadership takes 
its place, and to enjoy good food, drink and entertainment. 

This year, the event will feature Olympic Silver Medalist Kristy Kowal as 
the keynote speaker. 

Don’t forget your business cards for networking and a chance to win a door prize!

Mechanicsburg Chamber’s

RSVP by January 15  -- $30 per person  -- Checks should be made payable to 
Mechanicsburg Chamber of Commerce or reserve by credit card by calling 717-796-0811.

Sponsored 
in part by: Seeking: 

SPONSORS & DOOR PRIZES

Annual Dinner and Business Meeting
Wednesday, January 20, 2016  ---  6:00 - 9:00 pm

333 Heinz Street, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055



AccounTemps / OfficeTeam

Q&As with Crissy Dopkowski, Staffing Manager

What is your business?  
I am a staffing manager for Accountemps and OfficeTeam, divisions of Robert Half, the world’s first and largest staffing firm. I am 
located in our Harrisburg office. Along with my team, I work to place professionals in jobs with local businesses. Our Accountemps 
division places temporary accounting, finance and bookkeeping professionals, and our OfficeTeam division 
specializes in the temporary placement of highly skilled office and administrative support professionals.

What makes your company unique?   
What makes Robert Half – and our Accountemps and OfficeTeam divisions – unique is that we’re a specialized 
staffing service. This means that we have experience in the industries in which we place professionals and 
that we’re dedicated to matching the right person with the right opportunity. Our personalized service means 
we take the time to get to know our candidates and their skills and career goals. The companies that hire 
us to build their employee teams rely on this highly personal approach as well – our skilled recruiters under-
stand their unique hiring needs and workplace culture.

What are you doing to move your company forward?   
My goal is to continue to build on the great customer service reputation that Robert Half has in our community. 
Our business is all about relationships. I’m dedicated to building these relationships throughout our com-
munity, making sure job seekers and employers know we’re here to help them find each other so that each may grow and prosper. 

How did you end up in your current line of work?   
I relocated to Harrisburg about a year ago and originally contacted Robert Half as a job candidate, looking for employment here. I 
began several conversations with the team and soon learned they were looking for someone internally. I feel so lucky – the timing 
was perfect and everything just clicked!

What makes you most proud of your compay?   
I am so proud to be working for Robert Half, both from a professional and personal perspective. Robert Half is a leader in the staffing 
industry. The company supports us each day as we strive to do the very best we can to assist job seekers develop their careers and 
as we help local businesses find the talent they need. Robert Half also has a great commitment to work-life balance for its employees.  
Personally, I have such respect for my local team here in Harrisburg. We support the community through our partnership with The 
Salvation Army, by providing food for Thanksgiving meal baskets and by participating in their Giving Tree program in December. 

What is the best part of your job?    
The most rewarding part of my job is matching good people with good companies – we get to make a difference each day in this job. 
I really enjoy the constant interaction with the great people throughout our community. 

Why did you become a member of the Mechanicsburg Chamber of Commerce?   
I couldn’t have asked for a better place to land when I came to Pennsylvania a year ago. People here have been so welcoming and 
I enjoy being involved in this community. Being a member helps me network and learn about the community and continue to grow 
relationships for our business. 

What is your favorite Mechanicsburg Chamber event?    
My favorite event is the Business Women’s Networking Lunch. It’s a great opportunity to meet with other women in the community 
and learn about what they are doing and what is working for them. It’s a great chance to get to know these like-minded women and 
share in their challenges and successes. 

Tell us something about yourself that others may not know.    I am a Certified Nutritional Health Coach! I’m not currently practicing, 
but I’m passionate about helping people understand the link between their lifestyle and quality of life. 

                      SPOTLIGHT  Member

AccounTemps / OfficeTeam - Div. of Robert Half
4999 Louise Dr, Suite 300, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055
 (717) 691-2160

A Division of Robert Half



Bring your family + friends
and join us for a night with the 

Hershey Bears!

vs.

(717) 796-0811  |  info@mechanicsburgchamber.org

Sunday, December 6, 2015
5:00 p.m.

GIANT Center, 550 W. Hersheypark Dr., Hershey, PA

Discount Ticket price: $17.50   
 ($3.50 savings from gate price!)

 

Teddy Bear Toss Night
sponsored by Chamber Member, WGAL 8

  

You are encouraged to bring 
a new teddy bear to toss onto the ice 
when the Bears score their first goal.

  
   

 Tickets are limited! 
Available on a first-come, first-served basis. 

Section 207 (center ice)
Cash or check accepted.

Contact the Chamber to reserve yours today!

Check out a clip from 2013’s Teddy Bear Toss:  
Fan View



Kevin Papula had a nice niche in life -- IT director of a company with 300 
employees. But the desire to start his own business prevailed, and he 
chose both franchising and Postal Connections. “I’m a born leader, and 
I like to make the decisions that matter. I like having control,” he says. 
“With no office politics or useless corporate bureaucracy, things move 
very fast.” Papula also had some other things going for him: solid sav-
ings, a family chockful of small businesspeople to give advice and the 
patience needed to hold out for success. This last point was important: 
Papula had to supplement his franchise income for several years and 
put in dedicated labor. But what he calls his “work ethic” helped: Eventu-
ally his business took off, and he hasn’t looked back. 

Name: Kevin Papula

Franchise owned: Postal Connections, in Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania, near Harrisburg.

How long have you owned a franchise?  Six years this coming January.

Why franchising?  The ideas and processes are already established, the training is included and comprehensive and the network 
and camaraderie are jumpstarted.

What were you doing before you became a franchise owner?   I was the IT director for a company of 300 employees.

Why did you choose this particular franchise?  It was the right fit at the right time. My dream had changed from a good day job to 
business ownership. I had been diligent about saving money, so all the components were falling into place -- plus, I come from a 
family of small business owners so the advice was plentiful and easy to acquire.

How much would you estimate you spent before you were officially open for business?   I spent $15,000 for the franchise fee, 
$100,000 for the business purchase and $25,000 for marketing materials and signage -- $140,000, total.

Where did you get most of your advice/do most of your research?   I got most of my advice from family (there are many small 
business owners in my immediate and extended family -- I have it in the blood!) I used the Internet like none other to identify the 
market and assist me with building my business plan. I called many franchise owners in the Postal Connections system and the 
competition (UPS Store, independent “mailbox store” owners and others) with a list of questions and compared answers and 
crunched the numbers.

What were the most unexpected challenges of opening your franchise?  For me, it was the work that is involved to make the busi-
ness run in a financially viable way. In the beginning, work was slow, so I supplemented my income with a few other ventures. 
However, in time, the systems and processes set in place by Postal Connections began to mesh with my work ethic; and, now, 
after five years, I don’t have time for anything else!

What advice do you have for individuals who want to own their own franchise?  I love the freedom it gave me. I’m a born leader, 
and I like to make the decisions that matter. I like having control. With no office politics or useless corporate bureaucracy, things 
move very fast. There’s nothing stopping you from turning your dreams into realities. But it doesn’t come easy -- you’re putting in 
tons of hours, but it’s all worth it. I love the options afforded to me by franchising.

What’s next for you and your business?  Right now I am squeezing all the possible potential out of this business through proper 
marketing and accounting. This is after I streamlined operations, then built my customer base through networking and sales. I’ve 
learned so much in this endeavor, and I love it! What’s next? More growing, more learning and, hopefully, more success. I am look-
ing into how to apply my interest and knowledge of 3D printing to this business, and others.

Mechanicsburg Chamber member featured on Entrepreneur.com

This Postal Connections Franchisee Is Not Content to Just Mail It In 

Source: Entrepreneur.com  http://www.entrepreneur.com/article/251877

http://www.entrepreneur.com/article/251877


JAZZ  ME  
BAND

Publ i c  Per fo rmances :

December

3 – Spring Gate Winery, Devonshire Road, Har-
risburg…Kirk solo time 6 – 8

4 – Thorn Hill Winery, Lancaster 7-10 (Acoustic 
Duo)

5 – Seven Mountains Winery near State College 
Holiday Event  Kirk & Dave Acoustic show 1:30-

4:30

10 – AlphaGraphics Ribbon Cutting, Mechanics-
burg  4-7 Kirk solo

11 – Hotel Hershey Iberian Lounge  Jazz Trio 
8-11

12 – Hotel Hershey Iberian Lounge  Jazz Me 
Band Holiday Show 8-11

13 – Spring Gate Winery , Devonshire Road in 
Harrisburg (Kirk solo)  1 – 3

                                                                                                           
17  – the new Rocks Lounge @ C&D Bar & Grill, 
on York Road, New Oxford… Kirk solo acoustic 

performance 7-10

18 – Accomac Inn , 6330 River Drive, York just 
off Wrightsville exit of Route 30  (Jazz Me Trio) 

6-9. Call 717-252-1521 for more information

For complete up-to-date 
schedule, information, 

and photos go to
www.jazzmeband.com

Bookings:  call Kirk at 717-979-0341 or 
E-mail wisemotors@aol.com

The Jazz Me Band is sponsored annually by:
FARNHAM INSURANCE AGENCY, 

MEMBERS 1st FCU,   KEISER’S AUTOMOTIVE, 
TIMBERVIEW VETERINARY HOSPITAL &  

LANDON WISE PHOTOGRAPHY  

COOKIES WITH   
MRS. CLAUS 

Saturday, December 5, 2015 
9 a.m. – 11 a.m. 

Upper Allen Twp. Building 
100 Gettysburg Pike 

  
Donation:    
$5.00 Children Under 12 

$2.00 Adults 
 
 
 

Proceeds Benefit: 
Rhona W. Ellis Memorial 
Scholarship 
 
 For information or tickets  

contact: Karen at klcochran1@verizon.net 
 

Sponsored by: Upper Allen Woman’s Club Foundation 





WomenÕs Self-Defense 
Workshop
Taught By: Brian Lahr

Instructor of the Mechanicsburg Kung Fu Center
 

Practical Self-Defense Workshop  
14 years of age & older.

Wear loose comfortable clothing 

The workshop will run for about 1.5-2 
hours. Developing a foundation of ideas to 

empower yourself and feel more 
conÞdent.The workshop fee is $20.  You 

may call Mr. Lahr for further information at 
717 364 5252, or email 
mbgkungfu@gmail.com

Saturday
December 19th

12-2pm



MECHANICSBURG 
MUSEUM 

November 14 - January 16
Rudolf Rides the Rails
Free family fun for children of all ages!  
Visit our Lionel train layout with push-
button operated buildings!  See our new 
Rudolf Village layout!  See vintage toys, 
dolls, and much more!

December 4
Gingerbread House Contest
Entries on display in the Passenger Station 
December 9 - December 19

December 5
Candlelight Walking Tour
~2 hour evening tours of Mechanicsburg’s 1887 Passenger Sta-
tion, 1886 Stationmasters House, 1886 Freight Station, 1825 
Union Church, 1801 Frankenberger Tavern, and 1920s feeling 
Eckels Drugstore, all decorated for the season.  
~Costumed characters and refreshments, including tables by 
the fire in the Frankenberger Tavern
~Tours leave every half hour from 4:30 - 7:30 PM
~Reservations required.  Contact Steve Zimmerman at 717 697 
0177
Ages 10 - adult: $15; Ages 3 - 9: $5; Ages 2 & under: free

The Mechanicsburg Museum Association 
2 W. Strawberry Avenue, Mechanicsburg 

717-697-6088
Hours:  Wed. - Sat.   Noon - 3p.m.     

For more details on events, 
visit  www.mechanicsburgmuseum.org

 

Custom Printed “Mechanicsburg” Holiday Towel 
with Solid Milk or Dark Chocolate Wrench 

The Perfect Holiday Gift for a 
Mechanicsburg Business! 

Brittle Bark | 33 West Main Street | Mechanicsburg 
(717) 697-6950 

www.brittlebark.com  

     December Hours 
Mon – Fri  10am-6pm 
Saturday    10am – 4pm 

WEBKINZ
Large selection of Melissa & Doug items

Avanti, Blue Mountain Arts and Tree-Free Cards 10% Off
Large selection of other greeting cards 50% off and .50 each

Showcase for “Heritage Lace” Doilies and Curtains

Sterling Silver Jewelry & much MORE

Incense Sticks and Cones  20/$1,  Fragrant Oils and Accessories

Bring this flyer and receive 20% off any one regular priced item

Asma Gifts
115 W. Main St.  Mechanicsburg, PA  17055

  795-1939

Gift Certificates are available.                                                                We accept major credit cards.


