
CHAMBER EVENTS

All in-person events have been 

temporarily suspended. 

Check back for updates!
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News, Events & more!

Thank You For Renewing Your Membership! 

Find news and up-to-date information 
on our COVID-19 Resource Guide page
on our Chamber website.

The Chamber’s 
Green Guide is here!

RESOURCE GUIDE

Paulus Farm Market
Rotary Club of Mechanicsburg

Wegmans Food Pharmacy

The Chamber office 
will be closed 

on Fridays 
through August.

CHATTER

For a full calendar of chamber and member events, 
visit www.mechanicsburgchamber.org/events

6 West Strawberry Avenue, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055    (717) 796-0811    www.mechanicsburgchamber.org

7.30.20

Chamber

http://www.mechanicsburgchamber.org/covid-19-resource-guide/
http://www.mechanicsburgchamber.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/green-toolkit-for-reopening.pdf
http://www.mechanicsburgchamber.org/events/


Submit Your Materials for the 
Welcome Expo at  
Carlisle Barracks

The Mechanicsburg Chamber of Commerce will have a booth at 
the Carlisle Barracks Welcome Expo on Wednesday, August 5.

The Welcome Expo is an opportunity for students, families,  and others affiliated with the 
Barracks to become acquainted  with the businesses in the area.  At no cost to our mem-
bers,  the Mechanicsburg Chamber of Commerce will distribute your business information 
to fair attendees.

Let us know if you have brochures, business cards, coupons, or ad specialties that you want 
to include in the packets.  We will distribute 100 packets at this event.

Materials need to be dropped off at the Chamber office
 no later than Monday, August 3.  

If you have any questions or would like to participate, contact us at 717-796-0811 or by 
email at info@mechanicsburgchamber.org.

 

The Mechanicsburg Chamber of Commerce is looking for a 
qualified Community Relations Marketing Assistant.

Job description and qualifications are available on the 
Chamber’s website:

www.mechanicsburgchamber.org

http://www.mechanicsburgchamber.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Community-Relations-Marketing-Assistant-2020.pdf


Renew Cumberland CARES Grant Application 
Now Available

The Cumberland County Board of Commissioners and the Renew Cumberland Task 
Force announced that Cumberland County municipalities, county government, small 
businesses, tourism businesses, and nonprofits will be able to apply for block grants 
available through the CARES ACT beginning today - July 16, 2020. Cumberland 
County received $22.9 million through the CARES ACT.

Cumberland County created the Renew Cumberland Task Force to manage the block 
grants. The task force, made up of county officials and CAEDC, are charged with 
evaluating applications and submitting funding recommendations to the Cumberland 
County Commissioners who will make final funding awards.

The application process will be open until Thursday, July 30 at 4:30 p.m. Successful 
applicants will be notified in mid to late August, and the grant money must be used 
by Wednesday, Dec. 30, 2020. 

Find eligible uses, guidelines and links to the application here. 

In Need of Rent or 
Mortgage Relief? 

  Starting this Monday, July 6, renters and 
homeowners who were financially impacted 
by the economic slowdown related to the 
coronavirus pandemic will be able to apply 
for rent and mortgage relief through the 
Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency (PHFA).

In preparation, the PHFA has already made 
the application available online for viewing at 
https://www.phfa.org/pacares/.

To qualify, renters or homeowners must docu-
ment a minimum 30% reduction in income 
since March 1 related to COVID-19 or have 
been unemployed after March 1. 

https://www.ccpa.net/cares
https://www.phfa.org/pacares/


COVID Funding Options for Cumberland County
 
The Cumberland Area Economic Development Corporation (CAEDC) has compiled this information below for you 
on different options for funding that may be available Cumberland County. Please visit CumberlandBusiness.com/
COVID for more details about these resources.

CARES Funding for Cumberland County: Cumberland County is receiving funding from the Coronavirus Aid, Re-
lief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act for economic development assistance programs to help communities pre-
vent, prepare for, and respond to coronavirus. The program’s intent is to provide immediate support to businesses 
and non-profits that have been negatively impacted by the COVID-19 global pandemic.
   
CDBG Funding: CAEDC has applied for CDBG funds administered through the Cumberland County Housing & 
Redevelopment Authority for the purpose of offering a Cumberland County Small Business Relief Working Capital 
Grant program to small businesses impacted by COVID-19.
 
Economic Injury Disaster Loans (EIDL): The SBA is now accepting new applications for the EIDL program. This 
loan advance will provide up to $10,000 of economic relief to businesses that are currently experiencing temporary 
difficulties. View program details here.
   
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP): There is still funding available through the PPP. This SBA loan helps businesses 
keep their workforce employed during COVID-19. The current deadline to apply is 8/8/20. View details here.
   
COVID-19 Relief Statewide Small Business Grants: Governor Wolf announced that $225 million is available for 
COVID-19 relief to small businesses through a distribution to Community Development Financial Institutions (CDFIs) 
for loan payment deferment and portfolio loan loss reserves, main street business revitalization grants, and historically 
disadvantaged business revitalization grants. The application is currently available. View details here. 

 

COVID-19 Grants for PA Small Businesses
are available

  The COVID-19 Relief Statewide Small Business Assistance Program is now open. Pennsylvania small 
businesses with 25 or fewer full-time employees, have annual revenues of $1 million or less, and were 
economically impacted by COVID-19 are encouraged to apply for relief.

  Grant awards will range from $5,000 to $50,000. It is not a first-come, first-served program. There 
will be multiple rounds of application windows, and applications will be prioritized and selected for fund-
ing based on the program criteria.

  The first application window closed July 14th, but the second application window is expected 
to open in August. All eligible businesses must apply through a Community Development Financial 
Institution (CDFI) in the county that their business is located. 

CLICK HERE TO GET STARTED

https://cumberlandbusiness.com/news/covid-19-updates-resources/?utm_source=dmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=H1EJQwFUJE8VUwlSDAcdRkheFFY=&utm_campaign=4734%3ACAEDC+Weekly+Updates
https://cumberlandbusiness.com/news/covid-19-updates-resources/?utm_source=dmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=H1EJQwFUJE8VUwlSDAcdRkheFFY=&utm_campaign=4734%3ACAEDC+Weekly+Updates
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/economic-injury-disaster-loan-emergency-advance
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program
https://pabusinessgrants.com/
https://dced.pa.gov/programs/covid-19-relief-statewide-small-business-assistance/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=%20Small%20Business%20Grant%20Link&utm_campaign=COVID-19%20Small%20Business%20Grants
https://dced.pa.gov/download/community-development-financial-institutions/?wpdmdl=94944&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=CDFI%20link&utm_campaign=COVID-19%20Small%20Business%20Grants
https://dced.pa.gov/download/community-development-financial-institutions/?wpdmdl=94944&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=CDFI%20link&utm_campaign=COVID-19%20Small%20Business%20Grants
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2YDCSG5
https://pabusinessgrants.com/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=COVID-19%20Small%20Business%20Grant%20Assistance%20Link&utm_campaign=COVID-19%20Small%20Business%20Grants


The Small Business Advantage Grant is now open and 
accepting applications

  The Department of Environmental Protection’s 2020 Small Business Advantage Grant applications are now 
available.  This grant provides Pennsylvania small businesses the opportunity to acquire energy efficient or 
pollution prevention technologies with a 50% reimbursement matching grant for equipment or materials.

  Pennsylvania businesses with fewer than 100 full-time equivalent employees are eligible to apply.  Applicants 
must be for-profit entities, be located in Pennsylvania, and registered with the Pennsylvania Department of State.  
Eligible projects must save the applicant a minimum of $500 annually and reduce their costs by a minimum of 
25%.  Applications are reviewed and awarded on a First-Come, First-Served basis.  I recommend applying as 
soon as possible.

  New this year is the opportunity for farmers to install solar water pumping projects provided they offer off-site 
watering facilities for livestock in grazing fields.  Solar projects generating electricity (ex. Rooftop PV) are not 
eligible.

  Short instructional videos have been created to assist small businesses with completing the application.  The 
videos are project specific (Lighting Upgrades, Medical Equipment, Natural Resource Protection, and All Other 
Projects) and will make the application process easy for you.  I highly recommend viewing the videos before s
tarting the application process.

  All documents needed to apply for the grant, as well as the instructional videos, can be found at the 
Small Business Advantage Grant webpage.  If you have any questions, please contact me at the number 
below, or Caroline Zepp at (717) 772-5160.

America250PA Liberty Bells
  The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, our legislative body and Governor Wolf created the America250PA 
Commission – consisting of academic, business, and community leaders from across Pennsylvania.  The 
duty of the Commission is to engage every Pennsylvanian to come together to celebrate the rich history of 
our fine Commonwealth, leading up to 2026, while also shaping our future.  More importantly, the Commis-
sion is tasked with positioning the initiative to create the future economy of Pennsylvania, leveraging the in-
novative spirit we are known for.  The America250PA initiative provides the Commission with the opportunity 
to not only shape the economic future of our Commonwealth but elevate Pennsylvania to a true innovative 
leader and model for the rest of our country. 

  America250PA hopes to engage all citizens of the Commonwealth, from all 67 counties, bring the Com-
monwealth’s history into the conversation so Pennsylvanians can better understand the origins and multiple 
perspectives of issues facing our Commonwealth & nation today,  use history to encourage and inspire 
future leaders,  celebrate the contributions of Pennsylvanians to our Commonwealth’s history but also to our 
Nation’s history,  leave a lasting impact on the next generation and to spark an interest in which will ignite 
the drive for them to appreciate all the triumphs, trials and tribulations to which contributed to the Common-
wealth in which they are now writing their own history for.

  One of our projects is the installation of  individually designed Liberty Bells (see attached information).  
These bells will be displayed in every county in Pennsylvania and, once sponsored, will be designed by a 
local artist. Sponsorships are tax deductible to the full extent of the law.

  The bell will then be displayed at the sponsors location and listed along with other calendar events/com-
memorative displays, etc. of the Semiquincentennial on the 2026 DCNR Map.

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFORMATION

https://www.dep.pa.gov/Citizens/GrantsLoansRebates/SmallBusinessOmbudsmanOffice/Pages/Small%20Business%20Advantage%20Grant.aspx
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2YDCSG5
http://www.mechanicsburgchamber.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Liberty-Bell-County-Art-Contest-2020.pdf


National Night Out, which is normally held the second 
Tuesday of August, has been postponed or cancelled in 

many communities due to COVID-19 precautions.

Like others who have postponed the event, 
Silver SpringTownship will move their activities to October 6, 

the first Tuesday of October.  

The celebration will be held 6-9 PM at Stony Ridge Park, with 
activities which include a bike rodeo, K-9 demonstration, child ID 

cards, bike helmet fitting, car seat safety checks, safety 
awareness and emergency response crews and vehicles.

August 3-8, 2020
Downtown Mechanicsburg

Join us for a brand new and exciting downtown event – the Wrench Hunt! It will be a week-long scavenger 
hunt where participants will search for hidden wrenches scattered throughout local businesses/

organizations during their available hours.

This is a free, family-friendly event for all ages!

Event participants will use mobile scavenger app, GooseChase, to earn points for finding the various 
wrenches hidden around downtown Mechanicsburg.

Prizes will be awarded to the participants with the most points earned by the end of the game on August 8.

To pre-register for the Wrench Hunt, click here. Participants who pre-register will receive the event link one 
week early allowing them to map out their hunt, learn about surprise challenges, and maximize their points! 
Participants who do not pre-register will be able to access the hunt link here during the week of the event.

P.S. Be sure to check out our Facebook and Instagram pages for clue hints leading up to the hunt!

https://www.goosechase.com/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSebIsebprMB9wFCsl801h1Q3Nz615ofkfFv8Acd0PdJiwxDKg/viewform


Chamber Chatter is published every Thursday.    We encourage member businesses to send us information on 
sales, promotions, news and events.  It is a great way to promote your business or organization. 

Chamber Chatter advertisements will remain for up to 4 weeks, or as space permits. 

If you have something to share, please submit it by Wednesday at noon to  info@mechanicsburgchamber.org.  

**Chamber Chatter advertising is a FREE member benefit.**



We’re open with 
expanded hours!

Mon & Tues:  noon to 10:00 PM
Wednesday:  noon - 11:00 PM
Thursday:  noon - 10:00 PM

Friday:  noon - 11:00 PM
Saturday:  noon - midnight
Sunday:  noon - 10:00 PM

And here’s a link to a coupon for $20 in free 
game play with purchase of $20 in Game Play.

Click here for a $20 coupon

Comprehensive Energy Management
APPI Energy provides our clients a comprehensive way 
to reduce energy expenses and create budget certainty. 
Through our procurement services, we negotiate with 
suppliers to ensure you are provided with ideal pricing and 
contract terms to fit your needs. Our holistic energy services 
provide financially and functionally vetted 
solutions to decrease energy costs, reduce demand, and 
improve resiliency and sustainability. 

Effective  
Process

Client Benefits
Negotiate on your behalf - Always advocate for 
you, not the supplier or utility.

Minimize Risk - Analyze contracts and monitor 
regulatory changes.

Provide Customized Solutions - 
Comprehensive facility evaluations of demand 
and usage profile. We offer recommendations 
most impactful to your operations.

Save You Time - Evaluate local utility and 
government policies to ensure all incentives are 
captured.

Energy Efficiency and Sustainability

Energy Conservation 
Measures

Combined Heat 
and Power

LED Lighting Utility Bill 
Management

Solar Demand Response

With the APPI Energy Solutions Suite, we’ve gone beyond procurement with our advanced services that enhance energy 
management, benchmarking, and sustainability. Our solutions are product and technology agnostic, ensuring your facilities 

are utilizing the most productive energy efficiency measures. 

43%
MANUFACTURING            

20%
CONSUMER GOODS            

12%
GOVERNMENT ENTITIES            

16%
HEALTHCARE/PROPERTY 

MANAGEMENT        

9%
OTHER            

Metals, Packaging, Agribusiness Auto Dealers, Banks, Retail Establishments, 
Restaurants

Assisted Living Facilities, Healthcare 
Centers, Hospitals, Hotels, Office Buildings, 

Property Management Firms

Churches, Cities, Education, Government 
Entities, Municipalities

Broadcasting, Construction, Consulting

Battery StorageRenewables

160+
Endorsements

More than

34,400
Service Accounts

10.1 Billion kWh
and

20 Million Dth
Under Management

Data-Driven Procurement & Consulting
800-520-6685 | www.appienergy.com | info@appienergy.com

The Mechanicsburg Chamber of Commerce is partnered with APPI Energy to offer its 
members the best energy rates! Contact APPI Energy today and let them do the work for you!

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2YDCSG5
https://coupon.daveandbusters.com/p/fab5ch/kojpzrztp05m62wt96wou


Run (Virtually!) For Reading 

How do you hold a 5K after a pandemic? Virtually, of course! Register for Run (Virtually!) For Reading and then run or 
walk a 5K route of your choice at any time on August 8. Send us your best photo or post it on social media for a chance 
to win a special prize! Your participation and sponsorship will help Simpson Library get through this year stronger than 
ever!

How exactly does a virtual 5K work?

 Run or walk any time on August 8 

 Choose your own route: take to the treadmill, run in your neighborhood, or follow the suggested course map below. 

 No water stations, refreshments, or traffic control will be provided. 
Share photos of yourself on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter with the hashtag #RunForReading2020 and tag us 

@simpsonlibrary or @jsimpsonlibrary. A prize will be given to the best photo. Not on social media? Email your photo 
to mechanicsburg@ccpa.net.

 Special edition t-shirts and race packets can be picked up at the library from August 11 - 14. Register by July 25 to 
get a t-shirt. 

 No awards or medals will be provided this year. 

https://www.cumberlandcountylibraries.org/SIM_Run_For_Reading_AUG20https://www.cumberlandcountylibraries.org/SIM_Run_For_Reading_AUG20

Saturday Summer Hours
Simpson Library will be open

10:00 am - 2:00 pm
on Saturdays from July 11 - September 5.

Joseph T. Simpson Public Library
16 N. Walnut St.

Mechanicsburg, PA 17055
(717) 766-0171

www.simpsonlibrary.org

https://www.cumberlandcountylibraries.org/SIM_Run_For_Reading_AUG20


CLICK HERE FOR INFORMATION

As you patronize our local restaurants
The Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board released updated 
guidelines for bars and restaurants in green counties that serve 
alcohol on-premises.  The guidelines, designed to mitigate the 
spread of COVID-19, come during a recent rise in the number 
of daily confirmed coronavirus cases in Pa. that can partially be 
attributed to the places where people are drinking alcohol, Gov. 
Tom Wolf said.

Here are the new guidelines for liquor licensees:

•  Sales of alcohol for on-premises consumption are only per-
missible as part of a larger transaction that includes a meal 
purchase. The term “meal” is defined in section 406 of the 
Pennsylvania Liquor Code as “food prepared on the prem-
ises, sufficient to constitute breakfast, lunch or dinner.” The 
definition expressly states that a snack, such as pretzels, 
popcorn, chips, or similar food, does not meet the definition 
of a meal.

•  A customer who wishes to consume alcohol on-premises 
must also purchase a meal; a group of customers who wish 
to consume alcohol on premises may do so as long as a 
meal is part of the purchase made by the group.

•  Additional drinks may be purchased while the customer 
is consuming the meal, but no further drinks may be pur-
chased after the meal is finished.

•  Bar service of food and/or alcohol is prohibited.
•  For Pennsylvania manufacturers (breweries, distilleries, 

and wineries), meals may be provided by the licensee or by 
a third party, such as a food truck.

•  Casinos may no longer provide drink service on the casino 
floor.

•   If a club does not sell food, either directly or through a 
concessionaire, it cannot use its liquor license.

•   The governor’s additional order directing targeted mitiga-
tion measures specifically prohibits businesses that meet 
the definition of a “nightclub” under the Clear Indoor Air Act 
from operating.

•   Indoor seating in yellow counties is NOT allowed.

These guidelines will be enforced by the Pennsylvania State 
Police and local law enforcement and local law enforcement, 
the Liquor Control Board, and the Department of Agriculture.

 For restaurants and bars, social distancing, mask-wearing and 
other mitigation measures must be employed to protect work-
ers and patrons. In addition, occupancy is limited to 25 percent 
of the fire-code maximum occupancy for indoor dining or 25 
persons for a specific indoor event or gathering in a restaurant. 
The maximum occupancy limit includes staff.

-courtesy of PennLIve 7/22/20

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2YDCSG5
https://www.wildcatfoundation.org/events/golf-outing/


@SHIPPCDE Professional, Continuing,
and Distance Education

To register, visit:
apply.ship.edu/register/RemoteWorkSkills

REMOTE WORK SKILLS TRAINING
Beat the work-from-home slump with techniques and tools to 

keep you and your team productive and engaged.
Date: August 7th
Location: Zoom
Time: Part 1: 9 AM - 12 PM, Part 2: 1 PM - 4 PM
Faculty: Allison Watts, Associate Professor of Management and Jane Brooker, 
Instructor in Management
Cost: $99 for 1 part or $149 for both

Course Description
Part one of this two-part boot camp focuses on the core skills needed for all 
remote workers, such as self-management, time-management, organizing and 
planning, and communication. 

Part two focuses on the skills required for building and leading remote teams, 
such as effective remote communication, vision and goal formulation, and 
training and counseling employees. 

At the end of the boot camp, you’ll receive a Certificate of Completion and a 
personalized plan for more efective remote work.

https://pasbdc.org/


Free Community 
Shred Event

Document Shredding Event
 on Saturday, August 15th

from 9:00AM-12:00PM 
6692 Carlisle Pike

Mechanicsburg
Safe and secure paper shredding 

will be performed on-site by:

Higher Information 
Group

Join Us
for our

Membership    
Day

Saturday, August 15th 

during our 
Free Community

Shred Event

Come out to our 
Mechanicsburg Branch to our 

Membership Day Event!

We will have sweet treats from 
Ann’s Cupcakery and other light refreshments.

There will be a drawing for a chance to 
win a gift card to Ann’s Cupcakery!

From the Vaults of WITF Public Media TV … 

A Special Retro Community Online Watch Party

Of

Our Town Mechanicsburg
September 23, 2020 @ 7pm

Micheline (Mickey) Balo | (717) 910-2680 | Mickey_Balo@witf.org

Stories told with a passion that only a town’s residents can convey.

WITF is cracking open our archival programming vault for
a special retro virtual Our Town Watch Party!

Loyal viewers may fondly remember WITF TV’s Our Town
series that ran for 31 episodes and even inspired 4
episodes of the spin-off series "Growing Up In..." From
2000-2008, residents in communities all across Central
PA used their camcorders (remember those!) to help
produce a one-hour video scrapbook of the people,
places, history and happenings in their town.
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR TOWN AND YOUR COMMUNITY! 

AS A SPONSOR, YOU’LL RECEIVE:
• 40 Promos minimum to air on WITF TV to include sponsor logo (shared with other 
sponsors)
• 40 Promos minimum to air on WITF FM to include sponsor mention (shared with other 
sponsors)
• Logo on article/rsvp page on witf.org
• Logo or mention in WITF e-newsletter
• Tag/mention on social media posts
• Logo on welcome slide & verbal sponsor thank you from WITF host at start & close of 
screening event 
• :15sec sponsor message embedded at open/close of Our Town Mechanicsburg to air 
during virtual screening and on WITF Passport (sponsors from the original series will 
remain embedded in the program.) 
• Production included 
• Seeking 3 sponsors   

NET INVESTMENT 1 Our Town:  $600
Package of 3 Our Towns Net Investment $1,500
Coming Up:
8/19  Lititz 10/21 Middletown 11/18 York 12/16 Harrisburg
1/20 Shippensburg 2/17 Lancaster 3/17 Hershey 4/21 Columbia

Micheline (Mickey) Balo | (717) 910-2680 | Mickey_Balo@witf.org

According to Nielsen, 
Americans staying home 
during the COVID 
outbreak could lead to an 
almost 60% increase in 
the amount of media they 
watch

Source:  Nielsen NPower & Google 
Analytics 
3/16-4/5/20 vs 3/18-4/7/19


